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Matt Grooms took me on a tour of all things Google.  There’s hardware and there’s software.  
Hardware:
As of, like, Monday, there is now in the world a “Chrome Computer" $300 (left) with a 21.5” display and with the computer built 
into the bulge the back.
This is different from the older, smaller Chromebook $169 (right) which is a member of the class of computers known as 
netbooks.
Matt had one of each.  He predicts when Christmas gets here the prices will drop even more.

Software:
Matt is evangelizing for all of us at 10Bit to get signed up for, and he would administer, gmail and Google accounts that will look 
like this:  

When you click Google’s little 3x3 button icon you access a suite of the usual software (spreadsheet, word doc, slideshow, 
etc). They look and behave like Microsoft Office on a diet.   They run on the cloud, the files are stored on the cloud, they are 
shared from the cloud, and every step can be undo’ed back to the beginning.

My interest is in acquiring computers for the inner-city learners who come to 10Bit’s studio classroom but who cannot “BYO 
laptop”. Lord knows we’ve tried, but the Raspberry Pi’s are not the solution. Using Matt’s big screen Chrome Computer, I opened 
a demo file that I’ve been building to teach myself OnShape.  I worked on this file on three different platforms: on my MacBook 
Pro using FireFox, on my iPad using an App from the AppStore, and on my iPhone using another App from the AppStore. Say 
what?  That’s not a misprint.  I actually worked on a 3D CAD project using my iPhone 4s. Successfully. The already familiar finger 
maneuvers make it dead easy to zoom and rotate and pick very tiny features.  It helps to be near-sighted.  Matt’s giant Chrome 
Computer display made it easier still. It was amazingly crisp and plenty speedy.

So what else happened Wednesday?



So what else happened Wednesday?

1 Norm Silliman First timer Norm cornered poor Randy and bent 
his ear on metaphysics and dionetics and Einstein 
was a fraud and I don’t know what.2 Randy

3 Don S Don and Matt talked all things Google. Don got 
into a 3 way phone call with Ryan and Les on 
Elequa.4 Matt

5 Jeremy
J helped Zach and Murphi. He reports the  
Convergent Media folks need $2000 more to 
score a portable laser cutter. It will reside at 10Bit.  
I’m in for $100. Anyone else?

6 Chris They did Whataburger-fueled programmer stuff. 
Don't ask. You wouldn't understand.7 Greg

8 Ken Ken and James and Mike G planned more 
Haunted House stuff. James had 3 printers going 
simultaneously. He’s got a deadline. The Grandpa 
Printer got a new set of defaults for when it is 
accessed remotely via OctoPrint

9 James

10 Mike G

11 Zach

First timers Zach and Murphi are associated with 
one of the children’s theaters in San Antonio.
They want to make a prop. It will be like a flip 
book but the images will be laser cut out and 
arrayed around a bicycle wheel. The shadows of 
the images will be cast onto a screen. Spin the 
wheel, sync the light: voila, motion.  We fetched 
Jeremy’s bike down from the shelf and 
considered the issue of how to attach the images.

12 Murphi

13 Ryan
Ryan and Les phoned it in. Ryan had been to a 
conference and thence to a hackerspace in NYC.
He says we're way more friendly. Les ironically 
has a cold from a hot place, Hades.  It is crunch 
time for the SXSW Eco Con.14 Les

15 Mayte Mayte, mom, brought Christan, son who had a kit 
with electronics components to be soldered and a 
skull to be lit up.16 Christian

17 Stevanie Stevanie came looking for her wandering sibling.

Don S
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