From: Don Smeller donsmeller@earthlink.net &
Subject: Wednesday at 10BitWorks
Date: September 3, 2015 at 5:39 AM
To: 10BitWorks sa-hackerspace @googlegroups.com
Bcce: Don Smeller donsmeller@earthlink.net

There were 7 of us at 10BitWorks on Wednesday evening Sep 2.

Chris Hardee wrote Python code for an Arduino and found himself puzzling over how to set the reference voltage in that
language.

Greg Bluntzer doodled in code, too, but both coder guys jumped in and diagnosed 3D Printer problems that came in the door
later.

Anthony Ciulla, our new member from Fort Bullis, came in Tuesday and got some CAD help, and then returned on Wednesday to
do his first ever 3D print, on the ZIM. It was a mug-sized motor cover. Looked excellent.

Kevin Baldor got his dado tool dialed in and made a four-sided wooden frame with finger joints. A first for him. It was square and
tight. Attaboy Kevin.

Richard and Stephen Smith (programmer father and home-schooled 17 yr old son) brought in a non-working 3D Printer looking
for help. It was a Printerbot Simple DIY kit, laser-cut from plywood. The design sadly depends on 16 skinny tie-wraps looped
around 8 narrowly spaced roller bearings to give rigidity to the cantilevered Y-axis. Good luck to the rookie who lops off the tie-
wraps before he has pulled them all piano-string tight. We replaced the loosest ones and improved the floppiness, but tie-wrap
tension is going to be a perpetual problem as vibration takes its toll. Wait. What? This doof design is never going to provide
enough squeeze on the filament to gain traction. We hacked in a spacer to shorten the installed height of the compression spring
and it began to extrude. The Y-axis Hall effect proximity switch needed adjustment. Got that dialed in. Tightened the Y belt. The
Repetier software and the special USB cable got left at home. We found work-arounds and were able to coax a few x,y,z motions

out of the motors. The machine is close to working, but, alas, we ran out of time. The Smiths pitched in, put out the recyclables,
fed the tip jar, left happy, convinced that 10Bit is the place.

Hey, all. I’'m going out of town this weekend. If someone would please open the doors Saturday morning, at 9:00, as advertised,
that will give the illusion that we at 10Bit have our collective act together. Anyone?

Don S

Archive. Click on 141.
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