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The Mini Maker Faire at the San Antonio Central Library attracted something like 1,100 attendance, and every one of those 
people saw Peter’s dinosaur. The dino-wranglers (pictured on Friday) are Peter, Porfiro, and Matt, in Matt’s trailer.

10Bit was well represented at the Faire.  
 James took his InMoov robot-in-progress.  He could demonstrate the head moving.
 Kevin and Sue set up their old timey looking box camera that was really a high tech photo booth.
 Ryan showed how the Elequa process can purify water.
 Charles ran two 3D printers.
 John laser cut a bazillion Minecraft swords for handing out with 10Bit etched in.
 Joey was there with the Convergent Media folks.

We saw 30 people come through 10Bit’s doors Saturday.

We hosted Kent and Maribel from the Dallas Maker Space.  Kent is an officer at DMS. He told of being our size 5 years ago.  
They have moved twice in those years into larger and still larger spaces.  Now they have 17,000 square feet (we have 2,500).  
Now they have 1,000 dues-paying members (we have 30).  Now they have an income of $42,000 per month (we have $1,800)  
Now they have a surplus of $14,000 per month (we have nada).  They are for sure the largest maker space in the US, and 
possibly the largest in the world.

Ben, a student at SA Community College came in with a full size sheet of 150# watercolor paper.  He wanted to transfer an 
intricate line drawing of an urban map onto the paper.  He had used a low power laser to do just that but it was limited to a small 
bed.  He wanted it large, large, large.   John helped him.  They tried everything, for instance, changing lenses, covering the paper 
with masking tape, setting the power to 1% or 10%. and managed to either burn holes through the test papers or make no mark 
at all.  What worked was to convert Ben’s image to bitmap and then to engrave at our fastest speed, 300 mm/sec,  and at our 
lowest power, 23%.  The result was crisp, very fine.

This test block came off the latest grandson printer, the one made by and for the Burbank H.S. Robotics Club.  Ray figured it out.  
It was the Marlin settings that were the final problem, particularly the temperature control P,I,D settings. This orange test block is 
supposed to be  25 mm wide X, 20 mm deep Y, 15 mm tall Z.  And it is, within the thickness of a piece of paper. The squareness 
and smoothness are also excellent.  Congratulations Burbank!  The same boys on the same day moved up a notch in the 
marching band tournament style competition.
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Paul brought his programmer colleague Casey in to see the space and they asked if we could somehow convert their business 
card logo to a BatMan style search-light projection.  Ray took the challenge.  He used OnShape.  He found that OnShape allows 
us to write expressions for the dimensions, which is cool enough, but that it also allows the sketches to be exported as dxf, i.e. 
what the laser requires.  The file is on the cloud.  As a start-up with a minuscule budget, OnShape looked really attractive to Paul 
and Casey.

We had a visit from a Debra Castanon, Community Business Development Manager at the Barnes & Noble across the freeway 
from Lone Star Mall.  If you didn’t get enough Maker Faire on Saturday, she is recruiting makers to put on dog and pony shows at 
her store.  She has open dates on Fri, Sat, Sun; Nov 6, 7, 8. Call her: 210-342-2386

Have you noticed the little orange “Ad” symbols that appear with the top picks of some search results?  Do you know that if you 
click on that choice,  the store mentioned will have to pay a fee to the search engine folks?  The fee varies from 75 cents to $2.50 
per click.  10BitWorks is now advertising but we get our ads for free, thanks to Matt Grooms and John Frazee’s efforts to take 
advantage of our non-profit status.

 
Don S

-- 
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "10BitWorks" group.
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to sa-
hackerspace+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com.
To post to this group, send email to sa-hackerspace@googlegroups.com.
To view this discussion on the web visit https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/sa-hackerspace/ADB70C97-5106-4F6E-945D-
706A4B9241DE%40earthlink.net.
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