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Wait.  What?  An 8 foot tall brachiosaurus designed and executed by Peter on his home-grown CNC router. That’s what.   A 
vegetarian, she gobbled up 15 sheets of 4x8x1/4 birch core plywood. If we play our cards right, we may be able to take this eye 
catcher to the MakerFaire next Saturday.  We need a horse trailer or a flat bed or something of that ilk to transport her.  Can 
somebody volunteer a solution?  Disassembly is not an option.

The Burbank H.S. robotics boys were late arrivals Saturday because the trombone section of Jonathan, Gabriel and Chris had to 
first compete in a marching band competition. Size-wise Burbank is a class 5 school.  They took 2nd place in a field of 7.  The 
crew installed a new power supply but it did not solve the problem:  i.e. the 3D printer bed still takes forever to heat up.  That’s 
when Jonathan observed that the higher Y half the bed is cold to the touch while the lower Y half is sizzling.  Hmmmm.  You don’t 
suppose the unconnected 3rd wire coming out from under the bed has something to do with this?  Ken? Ray?  Where is that wire 
supposed to go???

The Art in the AM, Saturday crowd had a full four painters present with Irene returning from a 5 month trip to New Jersey to 
deliver twin grandbabies.  Welcome back Irene. A possible fifth, Jesse had to phone it in.  He’s been MIA for a year.  But while we 
were painting, we got a cell call from the VA hospital room where doctors are getting Jesse’s bladder infection under control.  
Jesse hopes to rejoin the group soon.  Militza didn’t have time to paint, but she did have a bandsaw task.  She wanted to know if 
it were possible to cut composition notebooks in half.  Well, yeah. We hacked one and then there were two.  It’s her solution to a 
budget problem.  We’re just here to help.

The bandsaw did yeoman duty on another project Saturday, as did the router and table saw-cum-sander.  Aaron, a Navy Medic 
instructor from Joint Base Fort Sam set about cutting out a canoe paddle from a five foot long 2x6 plank of zebra wood.  Beautiful 
wood.  It will look something like this clip art.  There’s a tradition of presenting a paddle to a departing colleague.  It’s a sailor 
thing.

The soldering station was smokin all day.  With Halloween coming, there seems to be a need to add a servo motor here and a 
blinking light there and a bwahaha everywhere.   James M and Christian and David and Ken R all were apparently working 
against deadlines.

Kevin and Sue had pictures from the wedding of his sister.  Forget about bride and groom pictures.  These were old timey photo 
booth style pictures of the guests but updated to the miniaturized digital age.  Alas, there were bugs in the alpha unit at the 
wedding.  So the dynamic duo were all about correcting the bugs and getting the photo booth ready for a reprise at the upcoming 
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wedding.  So the dynamic duo were all about correcting the bugs and getting the photo booth ready for a reprise at the upcoming 
MakeFaire.  Kevin is also adding a squeeze bulb to actuate the camera.  He plans for it to puff against the Hall effect and blow it 
and the whole circuit board away from the stationary magnet.   Bass ackwards? Yes.  Unnecessary? Yes.  But you gotta admit, it 
rates a high coolness factor.

Ray and Chris (there were 3 Chris’es at 10Bit, Saturday, none of whom answered to Shazzner) played with the CNC DynaMill. 
Ray installed Mach 3 on his laptop and succeeded in controlling the mill from there.  That means he can write instructions and 
whittle workpieces at home all week in the virtual world, before doing it for real on a Saturday.  Chris seems to understand mills 
which puts him way ahead of the rest of us.  He’s got some projects in mind.  Stay tuned.  I think we’re going to be glad that we 
updated and switched the mill over to g-code.

I counted 26 people coming through our doors,  eight female, three first timers.   

Don S
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