From: Don Smeller donsmeller@earthlink.net &
Subject: Saturday at 10Bit
Date: August 2, 2015 at 4:28 AM
To: 10BitWorks sa-hackerspace @googlegroups.com
Bcc: Don Smeller donsmeller@earthlink.net

Peggy played the damsel-in-distress card, Saturday. She despaired that her sad old iPad was beyond repair. She was looking
online at maybe stepping up to a MacBook Air. She’s on Social Security and, you know, those things cost a thousand dollars.
“Woe,” she keened. “Woe is me.” But, behold, along comes Eddy Slackinger, knight errant from the wilds of Oregon, astride a
VIA bus, have-backpack-will-travel. Eddy points out that Peggy has missed, like, a gazillion software updates. He downloads the
latest APP for her and suddenly she and her iPad are singing a new tune. But, will wonders never cease, there’s more. Matt
Grooms squeezes into the IT-guys-strut-their-stuff-for-the-damsel competition arena. He wakes up the BlueTooth dragon that has
lain dormant, lurking undiscovered, in Peggy’s little iPad. Using his index finger as a magic wand, Matt touches her screen, and,
he mutters the long forgotten incantation, “AbbraCadabra, MacOS Preferences”. He launches a command that causes a
commotion across time and hackerspace. The HP printer several feet away comes to life. “Test Case. 1, 2, 3” it jets out in
Gothic font. First it is just black and white. But Matt is on a roll. He coaxes COLOR to spew forth from the printer. He goes
further. He produces a BlueTooth keyboard seemingly from thin air. But Oh-No. Arruooooga, Warning. Red light. The Anker
needs to be recharged. Muttering, Matt wrangles up a wall wart. Tension mounts, Finally, placing Peggy’s trembling fingers on
the keys, he leads her to stroke out new lyrics. “The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog.” Effortlessly. Remotely.
Wondrously.

Being that the company that made his ZIM 3D printer went belly up, James decided to acquire a used ZIM on eBay, for cheap, to
use as spare parts. But maybe, just maybe, he can resuscitate the cadaver and have a second printer. It needs a power supply.
It needs to be set up on the wifi network. It needs its X-Axis end stop to be discombobulated.

/ T

Sue made huge 10BitWorks logo transfers. She applied them, front and back, to a white lab coat for Chris.
Chris erected a mast for his quad copter antenna.
Matt trouble-shot the new wifi network that he set up this week. He got my Pi Server working again. Thanks Matt.

Stevanie, the girl next door, did her spontaneous apparition thing, again. Suddenly, she’s ... there. She had a post card in hand
from a prospective college. She’s got 2 years to pick a school and land a fine arts scholarship. Her Native American blood may
help her in that quest.

Charles from the XCSSA club brought in a 90’s vintage rack mountable audio comparator for their 1st Saturday event. He
proceeded to disassemble it and desolder all the capacitors that had paths to ground. When you’re an audiophile, you can’t be
listening to anything that has ground interference. Sheesh.

Kevin’s main role Saturday, as near as | can figure, was to help Sue hold down the handle of the little heat press. But soon he
discovered the big heat press, and schlepped it out, and set it up, and found he was no longer needed for ballast duty. Work
smarter not harder.
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Militza brought egg sandwiches.

Don fussed with air conditioner filters and sent an e-mail to the landlord whining about the lack of cooling in the studio.

Ken Runner zoomed in and out Saturday. But he stayed long enough to report a problem with the grandfather printer. It wouldn’t
read the micro-SD card. Lo, the classic IT advice worked in this situation, too. When all else fails to suit, cross your fingers and
reboot. Turn it off. Turn it back on. Put your left foot in. Put your left foot out. Hold your tongue just so. Hey Ken, It’s working
again. Why? Why did it ever work?

Ken asked for a SketchUp lesson for himself and the other Ken. So, hear ye, hear ye. We’re going to do a SketchUp beginner to
intermediate class on Wed evening Aug 5. 6:30. BYO laptop. It’s free. Just show up.

Ryan videoed more footage for his upcoming “10Bit Tour, The Movie”. He’s also considering a series of how-to shorts that will
likely be accessed from the wiki. For instance, Saturday he started a “how-to-get-signed-up-for-Google-groups-and-receive-this-
report” video.

Attendance was only 13. We hope a like number of other regulars were attending Joey’s BarCamp at the library.

Sunday Aug 2, Chris and Sean and Greg are going to be at Olmos Park at noon for the quad-copter races, and later, 1ish?, they
plan to come back to 10Bit and form up the beginnings of a quad-copter builders group. Interested? Show up.

Don S

As usual, this report will be archived on my Pi Server: smelle. Click on #141.


http://smelle.privat-server.net:8080/

